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Facing A New Social Order 


By JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 


Mee the present moment is crucial in the 


history of the pacifist movement. 


It now exists pre- 


cariously in a sort of no man’s land on the fringe of a 


democratic-totalitarian society. 


Whether there was, in fact, any chance at all of averting this situation, 
once the war had begun, only the future historian can decide. He will 


perhaps know whether, after the 
Polish war, Hitler was really pre- 
pared to make peace on terms which 
would have allowed Europe a respite 
for peaceful transition. 

But there is no doubt about the 
situation now. In so far as the pact- 
fist movement has imagined its pur- 
pose to be the conduct of political 
propaganda in the ordinary meaning 
of the word, its occupation is gone : 
so is the era of democratic politics 
from which this conception of paci- 
fist policy chiefly derived. 

Birth of New Order 


The most important thing for us to 
grasp is that we are involved in the 
death-agony of a whole liberal-democratic 
civilisation. The throes of the death- 
agony are also the throes of a new birth. 
A new political and social order, corres- 
ponding to the new economic technique, 
is in process of creation. 

We shall not get rid of it by calling 
it “totalitarian”: we may comfort our- 
selves, if we want comfort, by calling it 
a centrally controlled and planned society. 
Anyhow, it has come to stay. Whether 
we or the Germans conquer Europe, 
whether there is a stalemate, this new 
kind af soctal organisation is bound to 
remain. 

Total war has only precipitated its 
development; because total war was the 
only escape from the impasse into which 
the previous order of laissez-faire was 
driven. Unless men were able to over- 
come their natural habits of acquisitive- 
ness, at the individual and at the national 
level, preparation for war was the only 
way of solving the problem of unem- 
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What Is “A Successful Issue’ 


To The War? 


—P.P.U. 
STATEMENT 


The following statement was issued from Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1., the Headquarters of the 
Peace Pledge Union, on Monday, (July 1). 


TT is now an offence against the 

law systematically to publish 
statements which may “foment 
opposition to the prosecution of 
the war to a successful issue.” 
3ut is manifest that free discus- 
sion of what constitutes a suc- 
cessful issue to the war is essen- 
tial both for the interpretation of 
the law and the rational conduct 
of the war itself. 

The capitulation of France to 
Germany is a major event of his- 
tory , the full significance of 
which we cannot attempt fully to 
estimate, but it appears evident 
to us that it has removed from 
the realm of possibility the Brit- 
ish aim of inflicting a military 
defeat upon Germany. The hopes 
of those who still look for victory 
over Germany are apparently 
based on the belief that the Brit- 
ish blockade will cause such star- 
vation and exhaustion in Ger- 


BEVIN’S WARNING AGAINST 
COMPULSION [IN 1939} 


A NY attempt to bring in com- 
* pulsion would put this country 
into the gravest danger of defeat. 
So said Mr. Ernest Bevin on 
February 14 last year; to-day he 
is Minister of }-b-~- * “'-*onal 
Service and — 7q 
therefore a 
responsible 
for «the 
working of 
conscription 
and other 
compulsory 
measures, 
Has he 
forgotten 
his words ? 
Have we? 
Here they .re, as reported by 
the “Daily Herald”: / 
The main task of trade unions 
was so to order their policy that 


even if the worst happened they 
should be assured that, so far as 
industry was concerned, they had 
preserved the civilian liberties of 
their people. 

In every previous war the 
organisation of war grew up after 
the declaration. Now organisa- 
tion for war went on in peace 
time, and there was a danger that 
if unions took a negative attitude 
they might easily slip into some 
form of compulsion on the ground 
that it was necessary for pre- 
paredness. 


“We are determined,” said Mr. 
Bevin, “that not only in peace 
time, but even if war comes, the 
maintenance of civil liberties 
must be ensured.” 

Any attemovt to bring in com- 
pulsion would put this country 
into the gravest danger of defeat. 


Should not Sir JohnAnderson intern Mr. Bevin as a possible defeatist? 
SSS 


many that she will be compelled 
to sue for terms. 


But the capitulation of France has 
finally changed the meaning of this 
blockade. It now means blockading 
the whole of the continent of Eur- 
ope, including our former allies and 
the neutral nations for whose dehver- 
ance Britain claims to be fighting; it 
means blockading France, Belgium, 
Holland, Denmark. Norway, Czecho- 
slovakia, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland. 
It is a matter of opinion whether such 
a blockade is practically possible. We 
believe that it is not; but we are cer- 
tain that it is abhorrent to the con- 
science. To starve Germany is bad 
enough; but to starve our friends and 
allies in order to liberate them is a 
nightmare. Furthermore, this block- 
ade will press more hardly upon our 
former friends than upon Germany her- 
self. They will blame us for their suf- 
ferings, with the consequence that the 
German hegemony in Europe will be 
regarded as more tolerable than’ the 
British struggle to Hberate them. 

Meanwhile Hitler is free to organize 
Western Europe into a new political 
and economic unity. Indeed, he is 
doing, brutally and violently, what the 
victorious democracies so signally failed 
to do at the end of the war of 1914— 
namely, to overcome the anarchy 
created by parochial nationalisms which 
were incompatible with modern econ- 
omic necessities. The attempt to pre- 
vent this development by means of a 
continental blockade will only ‘sta - 
lish it more securely under German 
control. 

Capitalism in Collapse 

The world situation which we are 
now compelled to envisage includes the 
following four factors :— 

1. A totalitarian Europe from which 
Britain will be practically excluded ; 

2..A>totalitariansJapan dominating the 
economic life of a vast area in the 

Far East; 

3. An intensive application of the Mon- 
roe doctrine in America by the 
common organisation of their econ- 
omic resources by the U.S.A. and the 
South American nations; 

4. The financial breakdown of many 
countries in consequence of the con- 
centration upon military defence, 
probably involving the ending of 
international credit. 

These factors point tm such a colnssay 
shrinkage in British foreign trade that 
revolutionary changes in our economy 
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New Editor 


For 


“Peace News’’ 
By Humphrey S. Moore 


HAVE an important announce- 
ment for our readers this week. 

It is that John Middleton Murry 
has been appointed Editor of Peace 
News. 
Known to a wide public through 
his many books, through his journa- 
lism, and more recently through his 
Middleton Murry is! 
known particularly to members of the 
Peace Pledge Union as a member of! 
the National Council, the Executive 
and the Forethought Committee, and 
to Peace News readers as a regular 


and popular contributor. 
The decision was taken at last Friday’s 
meeting of the Executive Committee as a 
result of a recommendation from the 
Forethought Committee. That Commit- 
tec had met, a week before, to consider 
the latest developments in the inter- 
national sitnation and the policy and work 
of the Union in the light of their findings. 
These are embodied in the important 
statement published on this page. 
* * * * 


In regard to Peace News, it was felt 
that, difficult as its position had been 
made by defence regulations and the 
attitude of the general public (as re- 
flected particularly in the action of the 
wholesale newsagents in refusing to 
handle it), even greater difficulties would 
face us in the situation as they saw it 
developing. In those circumstances it was 
considered that the Managing Directors, 
who had been responsible for the conduct 
of the paper, should be in still closer 
touch and more directly responsible for it. 

The Forethought Committee accord- 
ingly recommended that “Humphrey 
Moore should be asked to accept a posi- 
tion as Assistant Editor to John Middle- 
ton Murry, who should become Editor. . . 
and Wilfred Wellock should be Hon. 
Consulting Editor. It was further sug- 
gested that a consulting editorial board 
should be appointed consisting of Maurice 
Rowntree, Alan Staniland and Stuart 
Morris.” This recommendation was 
adopted pro tem hy the Executive Com 
mittee. 

* * * *x 


For all the help and encouragement and 
appreciation I have received during the 
four years of my editorship of Peace 
News (which achieved, amongst other 
things, the largest ‘circulation of any 
peace paper), I have to thank, very 
warmly, literally thousands of readers, 
and especially—but by no means only— 
Peace Pledge Union members and group 
and other leaders. 

Now, though prompted by other con- 
siderations, the change of editorship can- 
not but result in a considerable improve- 
ment in the paper from many points of 
view. 

It is therefore unnecessary for me to 
ask, for I know, that that help and 
loyalty will now be given in even greater 
measure to John Middleton Murry as 
Editor of Peace News. 
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PEACE NEWS 


A Pacifist Commentary es 


WISH we could quote in full the first 

leading article in The Times of Mon- 
day. With few alterations, perhaps with 
only an introductory comment, it might 
make an excellent Peace Pledge Union 
pamphlet! 


Headed ‘‘The New Europe,’’ it recalled 
the last weekend was the unhonoured 
anniversary of the Treaty of Versailles, 
and referred to the two decades of dis- 
illusionment that have intervened. It 
went on to make the remarkable plea (for 
The Times) that we should ‘‘seize such a 
moment [as ‘‘the comparative lull which 
has followed the French defeat’'] to re- 
flect a little on the issues for which we 
fight.”’ 


Still more remarkable were the results 
of its own reflections, which indicate an 
unusual degree of awareness of the reali- 
ties of the world situation. Here are 
some of them: ‘‘The conception of the 
smal] national unit, not strong enough 
for an active role in international poli- 
tics, but enjoying all the prerogatives and 
responsibilities of sovereignty, has been 
rendered obsolete by modern armaments 
and the scope of modern warfare. The 
freedom and self-government of national 
communities in Europe will need other 
defences and a broader foundation in the 
future. Economics reinforce the same 
lesson. Europe can no longer afford a 
multiplicity of economic units, each 
maintaining its independent . economic 
system behind a barbed wire entangle- 
ment of tariffs, quotas, exchange restric- 
tions, and barter agreements. 


“In the new Europe nobody wishes 
to iron out the diversity of peoples into 
a standard pattern of disciplined unifor- 
mity. But the anarchic tendencies of 
laissez-faire are as absolete internationally 
as they are in domestic politics. Some 
measure of pooled resources and central- 
ized control is necessary for the survival 
of European civilization. 


“This concentration cunnot be achiev- 
ed by power alone, but only by the cre- 
ation of common loyalties and by a sense 
of common values. It is here that our 
war aims are sharply distinguished from 
those of the dictators, here that the 
struggle takes the form of a basic moral 
issue. 


“Over the greater part of Western 
Europe the common values for which we 
stand are known and prized. We must 
indeed beware of defining these values 
in purely nineteenth-century terms. 


“If we speak of democracy, we do not 
mean a democracy which maintains the 
right to vote but forgets the right to 
work and the right to live. If we speak 
of freedom, we do not mean a rugged in- 
dividualism which excludes socia} organ- 
ization and economic planning. If we 
speak of equality, we do not mean a 
political equality nullified by social and 
economic privilege. If we speak of econ- 
omic reconstruction, we thing less of 
maximum production (though this too 
will be required) than of equitable dis- 
tribution. 
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‘Observer ’ 


“The Times” Sees The Light 
* 
A New Europe—But When ? 


“‘The new order cannot be based on the 
preservation of privilege, whether the 
privilege be that of a country, of a class, 
or of an individual.’’ 

The question that kept running 
through my mind as I read all this was 
‘‘When? When? When is all this going 
to be?’’ The conviction that it should 
all have happened instead of the Treaty 
of Versailles, or at any rate very soon 
after, being beside the point now, we 
are left to choose between the answer of 
The Times—‘‘that victory for our arms 
will point the way’’-—and the answer 
contained in the new P.P.U. statement 
published on page one. 

I know which I prefer, but I would 
urge everyone to read and read again 
that statement. And get as many peo- 
ple as possible, especially non-pacifists, 
to read it. It is to be issued as a leaflet, 
and orders should be sent at once to the 

‘P.P.U., 6 Endsleigh Street, London, 
WC.1 


“Peace Commentary” 


HE address of Peace Commentary, 

from which I quoted in these columns 
on June 14 and 21, is Dick Sheppard 
Peace Centre, la Eddystone Road, Lon- 
don, S.E.24, from which specimen copies 
are obtainable. It is a publication worthy 
of support. 


Press Censorship 


LL last week there was talk of a 
£ movement to impose compulsory 
censorship, of news and views, in the 
press. According to a contributor in 
Reynolds News on Sunday, Mr. Duff 
Cooper, Minister of Information, was one 
of those urging this further restriction 
upon freedom. 

Apprehensive newspapers seemed satis- 
fied with Mr. Churchill’s reply to Mr. 
Hore-Belisha on Tuesday that arrange- 
ments were made “for the press also to 
be able to apply its functions in any 
vicissitudes that may lie before us.” 

Now that the issue is disposed of for 
the time being are we to take it that there 
is no desire to suppress such minority 
journals as Peace News? Though 
disagreeing violently with what we say, 
is the press prepared to defend to the 
death—as the Daily Express was only 
last year—our right to say it? 

Various signs make me doubt it. 


They’re Still Human 


HEN the press is full of reports 

designed to make us think the worst 
of the Germans, it is encouraging to read 
of incidents reminding us that the men 
who carry out Hitler’s orders are, after 
all, still human beings. 

Mr. H. N. Brailsford, writing in the 
New Statesman and Nation recently of 
the eye-witness descriptions and record- 
ings ot the war which the German 
listener hears through his radio, con- 
cluded by saying that after all he had 
something good to report :— 

“. . Sandwiched between the raucous 
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brutalities, I heard one day a moving 
account of the heroism of the French 
rearguard near Lille. Four thousand 
men, surrounded on all sides, entrenched 
themselves in an outer suburb, refused 
repeated offers of honourable terms and 
sold their lives dear to save their com- 
rades and the B.E.F., who were retreating 
to Dunkirk. 

“From time to time, they carried their 
wounded out and laid them down in No 
Man’s Land, trusting to the humanity of 
the invaders. ‘Our chivalry (Ritterlich- 
keit),’ said the narrator, ‘was worthy of 
these brave men’s confidence.’ 

“That word, then, is still in the German 
dictionary.” 


“Educate Editors”’ 


OW readers can combat the tenden- 
cv of newspapers to misrepresent the 
people of the country is told by Francis 
Williams, former editor of the Darly Herald 
in an article in the June issue of Crerl 
Liberty 
“Subscribers to serious class papers,” 
he writes, “should communicate to editors 
their objections to the expression of opinion 
from only one standpoint on important issues 
‘‘ It may prove avery serious matter that 
the views of weighty public opinion in this 
country reflect only a small select commnn- 
ity representing about 5 percent of England. 
“The public must trv to educate editors 
into a knowledge of the wider England 
They must also educate the editors of pop- 
ular newspapers to appreciate that those 
who read them are capable of following 
with attention leading articles of more 
than ten lines. and that their idea of art is 
not limited to pictures of bathing girls.” 
Civil Liberty is published at 2d. by the 
National Council for Civil Liberties, 37, 
Great James Street, Bedford Row, London, 
W.C.1. 


Labour’s Real Interests 


R. Ernest Bevin and the British press 

have made full use of the message 
of support for the Allies from William 
Green, President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labour. 

Mr. Green chose to speak in the name 
of American Labour, The News Chronicle 
claimed that the A.F. of L. has a mem- 
bership of more than 4,000,000, and that 
affliated unions number 1,563. Impressive 
figures, but you must compare them with 
the total number of American workers— 
reckoned in 1930 to be close on 49,000,000. 

You must also remember that the A.F. 
of L. has a rival, the Committe of Indus- 
trial Organization, whose leader, John L. 
Lewis, was sometimes referred to before 
the war as the more powerful of the two 
American Labour leaders. 

When we are told that Mr. Green sup- 
ports the war, we are not told that Mr. 
Lewis is against American participation 
in it. Perhaps this is because Mr. Lewis 
says things which might upset Labour 
leaders on this side of the Atlantic. I 
give you this specimen, from The Ameri- 
can Guardian of May 31: “Somehow it 
is easier to interest the rich and powerful 
in sending other people’s sons to Borneo 
than it is to get them to concern them- 
selves about providing jobs and education 
for other people's sons. How mucli easier 
to mount a reviewing stand and wave a 
silk hat while other people’s children 
march off to the sound of a military 
band!” 

Even if Mr. Lewis should subsequently 
toe the popular line, it will not alter the 
truth of those words. 


“Staying Put ” 


Fok once in a way, the Government 
has issued a war-time order which, it 
seems to me, will not be particularly irk- 
some to pacifists. 

“If the Germans come, by parachute, 
acroplane, or ship,” says a Ministry of 
Information leaflet issued recently, “‘you 
must remain where you are. The order is 
‘Stay put.” 

Doubtless military reasons have diciated 
the giving of this advice. Mut pacifists 
will not abjure it on that account, for in 
my opinion it coincides with their own 
philosophy. Whatever may be the popular 
belief, pacifism should contain no element 


of that sort of fear which leads to panic. 
And panic, we are warned, would lead 
to a chaotic exodus of refugees whose 
plight would be even worse than that of 
people who “stay put’”—bad as that might 
be for pacifists and non-pacifists alike. 

There is another aspect of the matter 
which was well put by H. Lyn Harris in 
a letter in The Friend recently: “"We 
have tried to make clear again and again 
that we did not desire the protection of 
the armed forces. Should the Nazis land, 
by moving away from them with our own 
army between us and them, we are making 
direct personal use of this personal pro- 
tection. By remaining calmly in the places 
and with the communities in which we 
have been called to work, we may show 
practical (as distinct from merely verbal) 
consistency, as well as helping to main- 
tain discipline and rendering service to 
our fellow-citizens.” 


Opposition in S. Africa 


A FURTHIER indication of opposition 
£% to the war in South Africa—referred 
to in our “Pacifist Commentary” fast 
week--is reported from Johannesburg. 

At Nationalist Party meetings at 
eight centres in the Transvaal fast 
Friday resolutions were carried pro- 
testing against the Union Government's 
war policy and demanding withdrawal 
from the conflict. One meeting, at 
Pictersburg, passed a resolution re- 
fusing to obey the Government’s order 
connnandeering rifles. 


We Can Take It ! 


IIS sign to guide men registering at 

Walham Green labour exchange, 
S.W., was reproduced in the Dash 
Express last week : 


REGISTRATION FOR SERVICE 
2nd door. 
| 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
Women's Dept. 


> | 


Vera Brittain’s Letter 


Miss Vera Brittain asks us to say that 
she is extremely grateful for the really 
striking response made to her appeal in 
Peace News for funds to continue her 
letter. This response was so splendid 
that she is able to carry on—so will all 
those who decided to take the letter if 
it continued kindly send their subscrip- 
tions to her at 6, Endsleigh Street, Lon- 
don, W.C.1. 
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CRISIS OF 
PACIFISM 


Continued from page 1 


ployment. War-preparation staved off the 
threatening anarchy; but it made war 
inevitable. War is the final phase of the 
‘big process of change: the negative and 
inhuman means of enforcing that social 
-consolidation to which men could not 
take the positive and human way. | 

That social consolidation we pacifists 
must accept. Henceforward, it is a 
‘datum: it will bound any horizon that 
-even the youngest of us will live to see. 
We have to discover our true function 
within a centrally controlled and planned 
society, wherein whatever \liberty we may 
-enjoy (other than the liberty of martyr- 
dom) we shall enjoy by permission. It 
will be at best the liberty to do this 
rather than that among a series of 
-choices offered to us by the State. Those 
who are unwilling to do anything be- 
‘cause the State requires it of them will 
be quietly “liquidated”; they will find 
that existence even in the marginal no- 
man’s-land is impossible. 


Two Aims for Pacifists 

Two aims therefore a pacifist move- 
‘ment which does not choose to live in a 
dream-world must set before itself. 

The first is to choose those things to 
.do for the State which it can do with 
a clear conscience and with the sense of 
being employed for creation and not for 
destruction: of being at work for life 
against death. We must not be deceived 
by the logic of abstraction which tells 
us that since the total purpose of the 
State is war, we have merely the illusion 
sof creation within it. A baby born in 
the midst of a Blitzkrieg is not there- 
fore a child of death. Life is, and always 
will be, a mixture of life and death. 
Though the death seems triumphant today 
at cannot exist without life; and life is 
valid, intrinsically. 

The second thing is to pigpare for the 
-day when it will be possible to establish 
new provinces of freedom within the 
new centrally controlled society. Sooner 
.or Jater that society will be conscious of 
its need of new forms of association, 
new patterns of living; for in itself it 
represents the depersonalisation of social 
relations carried to a point of extremity. 
The need of a counter-movement of re- 
personalisation will be imperative, if only 
‘to save society from being exhausted by 
its own mechanisation. 

Pacifists already find themselves com- 
pelled to this effort. To escape the strain 
of their own isolation they seek strength 
from the group. This instinctive and 
spontaneous movement must be con- 
sciously developed into a real brotherhood 
with a clear vision of its purpose: the 
re-humanising of the new collective. For 
this prodigious task our resources are 
plainly inadequate. 

But we must understand that this 
movement will not depend on pacifists 
alone. There are thousands of men in 
the army today who are consciously 
fighting for the humanisation of the new 
collective. We say their effort is self- 
contradictory; but so at the present time 
is ours, because we in the effort to main- 
tain human social relations are more and 
more outlawed from society. These con- 
tradictions are inevitable. So long as we 
recognise that they must exist, we shall 
be spared the temptation of  self- 
righteousness, and be prepared to co- 
operate when the time comes in the work 
of humanising the new society with those 
who cannot take the pacifist stand. 


A Solid Bond 

In the meantime, there is no room for 
passengers in our movement. Thirty 
thousand people united in the determina- 
tion to keep the basic human values alive 
are worth more than a million who have 
merely put their names to a pious aspira- 
tion. The signing of a pledge “T renounce 
war” is no Jonger a sufficient bond for a 
pacifist movement. Indeed, in a period of 
total war, it has an air of unreality and 
irrelevance. At such a time one might 
as well say “I renounce society.” 

That would at least give us a clue to 
our real purpose: for since we cannot 
live a human life without a society to 
live it in, it follows that our business is 
to create a society in which we can live— 
a society of peace in the midst of a society 
at war. That is easier to dream of than 
to establish, when for most of us the 
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will be necessary—in particular a large 
scale transference from industrial to 
agricultural production. These changes 
will so completely dislocate our econ- 
omic life as to compel the intensifica- 
tion rather than permit the relaxation 
of the totalitarian measures which we 
too lghtly associate with war only. 
The liberty which Britain promises to 
restore to Europe she will be unable 
to restore to herself. 


The main fact to be grasped is that 
the capitalist system in Europe has now 
collapsed, and that henceforward there 
is no alternative to totalitarianism in 
Europe or this country for many years 
to come. The continued process of 
war can only intensify the worst as- 
pects of the development. 


It is to be hoped that an  under- 
standing of the true situation will soon 
penetrate the mind of the British Gov- 
ernment. For the necessary condition 
of mitigating the incredible suffering 
which will be entailed by a blind pro- 
longation of the war is a definite re- 
nunciation of the idea that a successful 
issue of the war consists in a peace 
dictated after victory. 


The successful prosecution of the war 
can be rationally conceived only as an 
effort to put an end to it as soon as 
we are in a position to negotiate a 
peace on a realistic basis. In this mat- 
ter we recognise that the initiative is 
not at present in the hands of the 
British Government. For if Hitler is 
determined to make a supreme effort 
to subjugate Britain by force, nothing 
effective in the way of advocating or 
seeking peace can be done until that 
attempt has been made. 


Responsibility on the P.P.U. 


In this situation we believe that there 
is no immediate political action in th 
conventional sense which the Peace 
Pledge Union can effectively take. 
The pacifist ideal of peace by free ne- 
gotiation can be realized only when 
the will to negotiate is present. One 
outstanding action which the Govern- 
ment can and ought to take (as in our 
opinion it ought to have done at the 
very commencement of hostilities) is 
to set forth in clear language the Euro- 
pean and world economic organization 
which it envisages asthe only alter- 
native to the totalitarian world of 
Hitler, on the one hand, and the dying 
capitalist-imperalist world on the other. 
For anything we know to the contrary, 
the British Government still cherishes 
the hope of being able to rehabilitate 
the latter. 


The responsibility which falls upon 
the Peace Pledge Union in these cir- 
cumstances is both complex and oner- 
The intensification of totalitarian 


ous. 
control makes increasingly  diffi- 
cult the effort to educate the public 


into the realities of the situation, while 
it increases the dangers that will arise 
when sudden disillusionment comes. 
Our first object at this time must be 
to strengthen the bond of fellowship 
in the movement. Pacifists are now 


margin of frecdom—measured in money, 
or movement, or energy—diminishes day 
by day. 

The greatness of the difficulty in form- 
ing the nucleus of such a society is the 
measure of our need to do so. We are 
called upon to create the pattern of.a 
new kind of organisation, a new kind of 
devotion, a new kind of unity. If we 
are content to ask from our members 
merely the casual adherence of a political 
organisation of the past democratic era, 
we shall assuredly disintegrate. Member- 
ship must be recognised as demanding 
some real and continuous sacrifice for the 
consolidation of the brotherhood itself. 
When we have knit a solid bond between 
ourselves, we shall be better able to 
witlstand the constantly increasing pres- 
sure of the war-society around us, 


bound to suffer from a sense of in- 
creasing isolation from society. We 
must work incessantly to overcome this 
by a closer union between ourselves, 
and by a still more determined effort 
to serve society in ways that belong to 
life and peace. It is our intention to 
offer detailed guidance concerning these 
ways; but we recognize that the 
steady extension of Government con- 
trol incessantly diminishes the field of 
free initiative. The need of spiritual 
fellowship becomes the more insistent. 


We are confident that our members 
will rise to the height of the new de- 
mand upon them, and that the Peace 
Pledge Union, having thus undergone 
the change which comes of creative 
response to the pressure of circum- 
stance, will play a part of decisive im- 
portance in the not distant future. 


Communities Reply 
To Critics 


A REPLY to the charge that the 
Cotswold and Oaksey Bruderhof 
Communities in Wiltshire, run by the 
Society of Brothers, indulge in unfair 
trading because their members receive 
no wages, is contained in a pamphlet, 
A Letter to. All Our Friends, published 
by the Society. 

The allegation is described as “en- 
tirely illogical, because nobody is mak- 
ing any profit out of the wageless 
labour of our members, which is given 
to the support of the children and 
needy adults and for the expansion of 
the work of the Society.” 

The Society declares that “the great- 
est problem resulting from the war is 
the growing antagonism of the sur- 
rounding population, resulting in the 
crippling of our new selling activities 
in the neighbourhood.” 


CLASSIFIED 


2d. per word, minimum 2s. 64d. 


Box Number 6d. extra 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform. 
Vegetarian Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For 
happy holidays or restful recuperation. Central 
heating, h. and c. water in bedrooma.—A. and 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briara, Crich, Matlock. 


LONDON: FOWLER, “Newlyn House,” 9 
Argyle Street, W.C.1. B. and B., 5a.; double 
Ba gsc Opposite St. Pancras Station. Ter 


WYE VALLEY HOLIDAYS. Guest House 
and Community Crafts Centre. Vegetarian die 
—Bara House, Brockweir. Mon. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A 12-yards Roll Lamb Brand Typewriter 
Ribbon at 2s. Od. postage paid, is a 4s. 6a. super- 
fine ribbon minus useless spool. Spooled ribbons 
2s. 6d. Defeat flagrant profiteering. Type- 
writer? Colour(s)? Lamhs, 15, Prospect 
Place, Preston. 


BECOME a non-smoker! Save £10-£20 
per annum. Improve—and preserve—yowt 
health. Unique, drugless, infallible method.-- 
Wainley Course, 87 Taggart Avenue, Liverpan! 


DEVON. Wanted two ladies or married cou- 
ple, share bungalow, Gond vegetable garden. 
—Redland, Stockeinteignhead, Newton Abbot. 


FIRST-CLASS TYPE WRITING & duplicating — 
Mahe] Eyles, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, S.H,84 
BRIxton 2863 


FORWARD MOVEMENT pamphlet: “WHY 
WE'RE AT WAR.” (1) The Death Struggle 
of Modern Capitalism.” 2d. each. 1/6 per 
doz. Also other leaflets, statements and 
speaker’s notes. 


LONDON P.P.U. Members’ meeting: Tues- 
day, July 9, 7.45 p.m., Dick Sheppard Club, 
Binney Street, Oxford Street, W.1. Addresa on 
“Current Events,” by J. Allen Skinner; chair- 
man, Sybil Morrison. 


HOLD YOUR BREATH! 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


NE after another pacifists are findin 


themselves turned from their employ- 
ment, ostracised by their fellows and left 
high and dry in a desert of unemployment 
andenmity. It is a fearful position for any- 
one, but more especially for those who have 
held responsible positions under local Coun- 
cils and whose work for years has been hon- 
oured by the very Council which is now dis- 
missing them with such ignominy. All over 
ihe country our members are being subjected 
to harsh and vicious sentences for trifling 
offences, sometimes for no other offence 
than being a pacifist. Their houses are be- 
ing searched and quantities of personal 
papers are being removed. (Sometimes 
these include intimate correspondence of 
value to no-one but the person to whom it 
is addressed.) The fear and suspicion be- 
hind all this activity is being further inflamed 


by ‘inspired’ warnings on the screens of . 


cinemas. The following example is the 
kind of poison which is being instilled into 
millions of decent friendly neighbours :— 
What destoyed Norway, Holland, Belgium 
“THE FIFTH COLUMN” 
The fifth columnist is not always an alien, 
He may be your neighbour, your work- 
mate, your travelling companion. 

Report to the police 
RUMOUR MONGERS, PACIFISTS, 
DEFEATISTS, 
or anybody who acts suspiciously 


There is little that can be done to prevent 
this from having its desired effect. The 
only response we can make is to ignore the 
hatred and suffer the abuse in silence, while 
doing all in our power to remain free from 
hatred ourselves. The wave of war and 
bitterness is mounting higher and mast en- 
gulf uscompletely, Let us hold our breath 
and allow the wave to break. The good 
fellowship of the group will help us to keep 
contact and sustain us through some of the 
worst moments. 

Above all, let us keep our sense of hum- 
our. Every day, I see the most fantastic 
sights and wonder if Iam in ‘Wonderland’ 
with ‘‘Alice’' or watching one of Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s operas. The fact that human 
beings can become so tragically-comic is to 
be deplored, but do let us save ourselves 
from the same fate. Get in touch with 
your local group and create a fellowship of 
human beings who are sane, cheerful, cou- 
rageous and above all overwhelmingly 
generous, 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


Latest time for copy, 
Tuesday morning 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mra. 
Helen Whiticom), health practitioner, osteo- 
par bonesetter, treats all conditions of ill- 
ealth by natural methods. Conaultationa hy 
appointment. 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1. (Victeria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way, North Letchwerth 


PACIFIST PRINTER. Handbills, leaflete, 
peceraninics and general printing. W. : 
rigden, 239 Sellincourt Road, London, S.W.17. 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the e- 
ligious Society of Frienda, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.! 


SITUATIONS 
Wanted 


C.O. seeks farm or garden work, do any- 
thing; willing | and__ strong. Unemployed 
through evacuation.—Box 471 Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, N.4. 


MARRIED Woman (24) desires post in or 
uear Glasgow. Capable of assisting in small 
school. Librarian ar other creative work con- 
sidered.—Box 472, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


PACIFIST driver (30) heavy and light 
transport; used to manual work; yiadly ac- 
cept ey eee tractor driving, 
anywhere—W. Naughton, 3 
arpa £! s 38 Marld Crescent, 


PACIFIST (27), usual 


roker, at present, owing to war, i 
broksy 1 gz » MUulning own 


PACIFIST (34) seeks appointment, 16 years 
sales-department large manufacturers, execu- 
tive experience.—Box 473, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, N.4, 
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What Does 


Stand For 


FULL summary of the position and 
A activities of the Peace Pledge 
Union appears in this paper from time 
to time. As pressure on space pre- 
vents its publication every week, we 
hope new readers will either send for 
a copy of the last issue which contains 
it (June 21) or make sure of seeing 
it mext time by placing a regular order 
for the paper. 


Following are the present Sponsors of 
the P.P.U. :— 


Vera Brittain; George M. LI. Davies; 
Eric Gill; Dr. A. Herbert Gray; Lau- 
rence Housman; Aldous Huxley; 
Storm Jameson; John Middleton 
Murry; Max Plowman; Lord Pon- 
sonby; Canon Charles E, Raven; Dr. 
Alfred Salter, M.P.; Dr. Donald O. 
Soper; Dame Sybil "Thorndike : Wil- 
fred Wellock; Arthur Wragg. 


For further particulars write P.P.U. 
headquarters, Dick Sheppard House, 6 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C 1 to which 
aleo should be sent signatures to the pledge 
which is the basis of membership : 


“I renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another.” 


Advisory Bureau 


ari. of address of advisory bureau 
for C.O.’s: CHELMSFORD—Mr. Ship- 
way, 51 Pentland Avenue, Chelmsford. 


PEACE NEWS 
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WHAT ARE BRITAIN’S |“ore Councils 


PEACE AIMS: 


? Conference Call 


To Government 


4 DECLARATION of peace aims by the Government was called for at 
a special conference organised by the National Peace Council and held 
in Friends House, London, last Saturday. The resolution was as follows: 


Meeting Leads To 
Fines Of £50 
and £10 


INES of £50 and £10 were imposed 

on two pacifists charged with an 
offence under Regulation 39A, para- 
graph (1) (b) of the Defence Regula- 
tions, at Birmingham _ Stipendiary 
Magistrate’s Court last Friday. 

This paragraph reads “No person 
shall endeavour to incite persons who 
have become or may become liable 
under the. National Service (Armed 
Forces) Act, 1939, to be called up for 
service to evade any duties or liabilities 
which they are or may become liable 
to perform or discharge under or by 
virtue of that Act, or to perform or 
discharge any such duties or liabilities 


otherwise than to the best of their 
ability.” 
The defendants were Stafford W. 


Keatley (aged 48), and Ronald Peters 
(aged 20). Both are pacifists, but 
neither is a member of the Peace 
Pledge Union. 

The prosecution arose out of a meet- 
ing in a-Christian Mission Hall for 
which Mr. Keatley is responsible. At 
this meeting Mr. Peters made a state- 
ment of his views as a conscientious 
objector. 

Mr. Keatley was fined £50 or 51 days’ 
imprisonment, and Mr. Peters was fined 
£10 or 31 days’ imprisonment. 


GRATITUDE 


In gratitude for Holland’s help to 
Austrian children after the last war, 
6,000 Dutch children have left for Aus- 
tria for “several months’ holiday,” ac- 
cording to the German radio. 


GOING UP! 


FRREADERS of this paper are deter- 
mined that it shall not go under, 
despite the difficulties in which we 
find ourselves, They have shown that 
in the most practical way they can by 
sending in a total of £61 10s 74d. to 
the Fighting Fund during the week 
which ended on Tuesday. The grand 
total since June 7 is therefore £114 17s 74d 


To these supporters we express our 
deep gratitude—to those who could 
only afford small contributions as well 
as to the two very generous friends who 
sent donations of £20 and £5 5s. What- 
ever the size, all contributions are wel- 
come, for all express cqually the spirit 
that will keep the paper going. 


That is the spirit which is inspiring 
the groups of the Peace Pledge Union 
in their efforts to rebuild the dis- 
tribution system which was dealt stich 
a heavy blow by the recent decision 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor 
Peace News itself is necessarily commtited 
to views expressed in the articles we publish. 
(Still less does the acceptance of advertise- 
ments imply endorsement of any views 
expressed or implicit therein or PPU con- 
ection with the matter advertised.) Contri- 
butions are welcomed, though no payment 
is made. They should be typewritten, if 
possible, and one side only of the paper 
should be used. They may not be returned 
unless a stamped addressed envelope is 
enclosed, nor can we undertake to acknow- 
ledge all ‘correspondence owing to increased 
cost of postage. 


Published from Editorial and 
Publishing Offices 3 Blackstock 
Road, London, N.4 by Peace 
News' Lid. Registered Office, 6 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1 
and printed for them by C.A. 
Brock & Co. Ltd, 463 Harrow 
Road, London, W.10. 
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of the wholesale newsagents to dis- 
continue handling the paper. Last 
week, after all, we printed 14,800 copies, 
which reveals the steady rise which has 
taken place since the wholesalers’ ban 
(following which we dropped to 
10,000). This week we hope to pass the 
half- -way mark on our way back to the 
30,000 circulation we had a short time 
ago. 

But it depends upon the speed with 
which groups contact the focal news- 
agents and the individual readers and 
libraries who relied upon those news- 
agents. If every group which has not 
yet done so gets on with that job NOW, 
we can face the future with greater 
confidence. This work is vital if we 
are to regain our Jost readers—and 
with every week that passes it will 
become more difficult. 

If YOUR group has not yet acted, 


or if you have any particular diffi- 


culties, write to us for more detailed 
advice. 
Meanwhile the superstructure of 


regional organisation that we hope to 
build upon the work of local groups is 
gradually taking shape. Leicester and 
South-East London can now be added 
to the places where a regional system 
is functioning. If there are others (not 
included in the list we gave last week), 
we should like to hear of them. But 
remember, without the support of the 
groups these schemes cannot function. 

Groups can help further by settling 
accounts promptly; this week in par- 
ticular; June accounts are due—so let’s 
hear from eee hearsiromiyou | ee" distance 


CADBURY'S 


MILK 
CHOCOLATE ———— 
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“The conference believes it to be of 
urgent importance, from the point of view 
of the possibilities of realizing a just and 
secure peace at the earliest moment that 
Great Britain should make a new and 
fuller statement of peace aims in such 
a way as to make clear to all nations, 
including the German and Italian peo- 
ples, that the countries of the British 
Commonwealth seek a co-operative settle- 
ment taking into account the rights and 
interests of all parties and not a peace 
designed merely to safeguard their own 
material interests. 

‘‘The conference urges the Government 
to seek an early opportunity of making 
such a declaration and to ensure that the 
declaration indicates in concrete terms 
the contributions which it is prepared to 
make to the achievement of economic 
security and free institutions for all 
people and to the establishment of an 
effective co-operation between States on 
the basis of the federal principle. 

The conference ,which was held instead 
of the annual peace congress, was atten- 
ded by representatives of 30 national or- 
ganizations and 62 local organizations 
including 20 P.P.U. groups. Together 
with visitors, the conference numbered 
some 250 people from many parts of | the 
country. Dr. C. E. M. ‘oad presi e7, 

At the morning session, consideration 
was given to the responsibilities of the 
peace movement in the present situation. 
Introductory speeches were given by Mr. 
Carl Heath, the Rev. Henry Carter and 
Miss Vera Brittain, and the discussion 
dealt especially with the attitude of pub- 
lic opinion and the position of the con- 
scientious objector, the refugee, and the 
alien. 

The concern of the conference was 
reflected in a recommendation to the 
National Peace Council to request the 
Minister of Labour to draw the attention 
of local authorities, employers, and work- 
ers’ organizations to the incompatibility 
of the dismissal of employees who are 
conscientious objectors with the inten- 
tions of the Conscription Act. 

The afternoon session was devoted to 
a discussion of the more fundamental 
aspects of the problem of peace aims. 
Sir Richard Acland, M.P., spoke of the 
necessity of common ownership, and Mr. 
Middleton Murry analysed the world 
situation along the lines of the lateat 
statement issued by the Peace Pledge 
Union. 

A report of the conference will be avail- 
able shortly, price 4d. (pestage 1d) from 
the N,P.C. 39 meisgeria Sty Street, S. W.1. 


Better Than Making 
New Weapons 


VEN amid a war waged with all 
the destructive aid which science 
can give, more constructive scientific 
work is going on. The General Electric 
Review has given these instances: 
Germicidal lamps have been inven- 
ted to kill harmful bacteria by short- 
wave ultra-violet rays. These lamps 
are especially useful for killing air- 
borne bacteria in hospitals and doctors’ 
and dentists’ offices; but they are also 


used for keeping glasses, dishes, &c., 
sterile in restaurants, milk- bars, and 
even in the home. 

Cheap X-Ray. A new and less cost- 


ly method of daignostic X-ray makes 
available to a greater number of peo- 
ple the modern X-ray procedures rec- 
ognised as necessary for the diagnosis 
of tuberculosis. 


Road Safety. Another notable 
achievement in electrical research in 
1939 was the invention of “sealed 


beam” headlights to bring greater saf- 
ety to night driving. These reduce 
glare for the on-coming driver and 
(as used in America) they illuminate 
the right side of the road to a greater 


distance. 


Retain C.O.s 


ULHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL has 

decided not to dismiss conscientious 
objectors, numbering about 25, in Its 
employ, despite protests from the 
National Association of Local Govern- 
ment Officers and from employees of 
the dusting, scavenging, and works and 
highways departments, who demanded 
the dismissal of all objectors. 

At a meeting last week the council 
was told that the Staff Committee had 
considered the resolutions, but “are of 
the opinion that no action should be 
taken by the Council.” 

Objectors will be prohibited, how- 
ever, from wearing during hours of ser- 
vice, any badge indicating their objec- 
tion, Any C.Q. holding a key A.R.P. 
position will be required to satisfy the 
council that he will fully discharge his 
duties in any emergency. 

At a recent meeting of the North 
flect Council (Kent), it was agreed that 
no action be taken with regard to the 
following = resolution forwarded — by 
Maidstone Counc‘i: “That no conscien- 
tious objector to joining His Majesty's. 
Forces being of military ave be allowed 
to retain his position in the employ of 
the Council, except under terms as 
to rates of pay and conditions com- 
parable with those applicable to military 
service, 

Councillor Lambert 
a “vicious resolution.” 

Northampton Town Council decided that 
any conscientious objector in its employ 
should have his service terminated, but, if 
he wished, should be re-engaged fur the 
duration of the war at the pay of a serving 
soldier, plus a billeting allowance of not 
mare than £L a week. 

A decision by Swansea Borough 
Council not to dismiss C.O.s was re- 
ported in Peace News last week. The 
recommendation of the London County 
Councils’ Civil Defence Committee, also 
reported last week, that C.Os should be 
allowed to remain in the council’s ser- 


described it) as 


vice if ordered to do so by a_local 
tribunal, was adopted by the LCC 
last_ week 


(We s ould be glad to receive from 
readers news of similar decisions by othre 
local authorities). 


Legal Remedy For 
Victimization? 


A REPLY to the argument of a Stock- 
port Councillor who maintained that 
there was no law saying that the cor- 
poration must employ a conscientious 
objector appeared in the Manchester 
Guardian last Friday. 

In a letter to the editor, Principal G 
A. Sutherland referred to the National 
Service (Armed Forces) Prevention of 
Evasion Regulations, 1939, summarising 
them thus: 

“In brief, they safeguard the employ- 
ment of anyone who is, or may become, 
liable to perform duties by virtue of the 
provisions of the National Service (Armed 
Forces) Act, 1939, whether he is a con- 
scientious objector or not, and an em- 
ployer terminating his employment is 
liable to a fine up to £50 and may also 
be ordered to pay to the dismissed em- 
ployee twelve weeks’ remuneration. This 
information, generously tendered in ad- 
vance of the offence, may temper any 
determination to commit it.’ 


New Form of Victimization 


Meanwhile a Romiley (Cheshire) cor- 
respondent tells us of 2 new form of 
victimization. 

He has been evicted by his landlord 
solely on account of his views as a con- 
scientious objector. He was told he was 
a crank and had no right to hold himself 
against the will of the majority. 


C.0.s Number 43,534 


PP HE men who have registered as con- 

scientious objectors total 43,534. 
Mr. Bevin gave this figure in the House 
of Commons last Thursday, indicating 


that it was U4 per cent. of the total 
registered. 4 
Following is an analysis of the 


ree of local tribunals up to June 
Unconditionally exempted, 1,751 (11 


- cent.); conditionally exempted, 


0,970 (42 per _cent.); non-combatant 
duties, 4,571 (27 per cent.) ; placed un- 
conditionally on Military Service Regis- 
3,209 (20 per cent.), 


ter, Total, 16,001. 


